[MELAS (mitochondrial encephalopathy, lactic acidosis and stroke-like episodes): report of a case].
The case of 12 years-old boy with seizures, headache, severe vomit and focal neurological signs is reported. These episodes had several recurrences and regression with little neurologic deficits. In the investigation it was found: lactic acidosis; stroke like episodes and calcification in the basal ganglia on computerized axial tomography; ragged red fibers on muscle biopsy and decreased of cytochrome C oxidase in the muscle tissue. A revision about mitochondrial disorders with involvement of the central nervous system and muscle is made, with emphasis on diagnosis and recognition of MELAS.